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The Gospels and Jesus' Infancy. Both the silence and the utterance of the 
Gospels on the subject of the birth and early years of Jesus have occasioned 
much discussion and difficulty among students. Why they said so little, why 
they said so much, are both equally hard to explain. Dr. Gibson, in his exposi- 
tion of Matthew's Gospel, considers the matter, and maintains with much truth 
that these very sources of difficulty are also sources and signs of the genuine- 
ness and truthfulness of the records as a whole. His explanation of Matthew's 
reticence is this. The Jews attached great importance to child-life, having 
eight different words to mark the successive stages of development up to young 
manhood. Matthew, writing to Jews, would hardly have omitted all but the 
slight reference to the Infancy if he had been left to himself. He was, there- 
fore, in what he said and omitted, directed by the Holy Spirit. This is a rea- 
sonable conclusion. Others, arguing from the earlier dates of Mark and 
Matthew as compared with Luke, have regarded the omissions as due either to 
ignorance of these facts on the part of the first generation of Christians or to 
their comparative indifference to them, the chief interest centering in Jesus' 
public life. But Luke, the reflective historian of the next generation, is inter- 
ested in all that pertains to his subject, and investigates the facts concerning 
the earlier private life. The later generations, with greater curiosity but less 
fidelity to truth, produce the Apocryphal Gospels with their extraordinary fan- 
tastic narratives of the Infancy. 

Communism in the Early Church (Acts 2 : 44). In his valuable little book 
on "Jesus of Nazareth," Dr. J. A. Broadus steps aside from his main theme 
to consider whether the early Christians can be rightly called Communists. He 
affirms that the very record proves that they were in no sense so. Peter said 
to Ananias, " While it remained, did it not remain thine own? and after it was 
sold, was it not in thy power?" The phrase, " they had all things in common," 
really meant that they held all their property as for the common benefit. No 
one said that any part of his property was his own ; it was his own ; but he 
regarded and treated his property as for the benefit of his brethren. In Acts 
4 : 32-35 every verb is in the imperfect tense, showing what happened from 
time to time. One Christian one month, and another the next, would bring 
money even selling property. It was a case of extraordinary generosity called 
for by extraordinary needs, all of which ceased when the disciples were scattered 
abroad. This "magnificent example of Christian generosity" was far from 
Communism. Many who have been in doubt about this passage will be glad 
to read the clear and satisfactory remarks of Dr. Broadus which are here sum- 
marized. 



